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Papuans get Independence peti-
tion to UN despite obstacles 

 

 
In this photo released Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2019, by the United Liberation Move-
ment for West Papua, an exiled leader of Indonesia's Papua region, Benny Wenda, 
second left, presents a petition to U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Michelle Bachelet, second from right, Friday, Jan. 25, 2019, in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Activists in Indonesia's mountainous jungle-clad Papua region risked imprisonment 
to collect 1.8 million signatures for a petition calling for self-determination and suc-
ceeded in delivering it to the U.N. last week after being rebuffed in 2017. (The Unit-
ed Liberation Movement for West Papua via AP) 
 
By STEPHEN WRIGHT, ASSOCIATED PRESS JAKARTA, Indonesia — 
Jan 31, 2019,  

 
Activists in Indonesia's mountainous jungle-clad Papua region risked 
imprisonment to collect 1.8 million signatures for a petition calling 
for self-determination but had a final dilemma: They were blocked 
from presenting it to the intended recipient, the United Nations. 

An attempt to present the petition in 2017 to the U.N. committee re-
sponsible for monitoring the progress of colonized territories toward 
independence was rebuffed. The chairman of the committee said it 
couldn't be accepted because Papua was not part of its mandate. 

Highlighting the risks of the endeavor, an activist promoting the peti-
tion was arrested by Indonesian authorities in 2017 and sentenced the 
following year to 10 months in prison. He was arrested again this 
month along with several others who face treason charges. 

Last week they succeeded, aided by the diplomatic equivalent of a 
wink and a nod from the tiny Pacific island nation of Vanuatu, which 
has been championing the Papuan cause. 

Vanuatu officials had a scheduled meeting last Friday in Geneva with 
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet. 

Among them was an exiled Papuan leader, Benny Wenda, who pre-
sented the voluminous petition to Bachelet. 

"During this meeting, one member of the Vanuatu delegation, Mr. 
Benny Wenda, presented the high commissioner with a petition. This 
was not actually a meeting arranged with Mr. Wenda for that pur-
pose," said Ravina Shamdasani, deputy spokeswoman at the U.N. 
Human Rights Office. 

Bachelet "was not aware" in advance, she said. 

The United Liberation Movement for West Papua sent The Associat-
ed Press a photo of Wenda passing the petition to a smiling Bachelet. 

Indonesia reacted angrily, accusing Vanuatu of "taking manipulative 
steps through the infiltration of Benny Wenda into the Vanuatu dele-
gation." 

An insurgency has simmered in Papua since the early 1960s when 
Indonesia annexed the region, which had remained under Dutch con-
trol following Indonesia's 1945 declaration of independence from the 
Netherlands. Last month, rebels killed 19 people working on a con-
struction site for a trans-Papua highway in the deadliest attack in 
years. The Indonesian government denies 20 Papuans were killed in 
reprisal security operations. 

The government says the territory is rightfully its under international 
law because it was part of the Dutch East Indies empire that is the 
basis for Indonesia's modern borders. 

But Papuans, culturally and ethnically distinct from the rest of Indo-
nesia, say they were denied the right to decide their own future. Indo-
nesian control was formalized in 1969 with a U.N.-supervised refer-
endum in which little more than 1,000 Papuans were allowed to vote 
in an atmosphere of heavy intimidation. 

Today the region is divided administratively into two provinces, Pa-
pua and West Papua, but supporters of independence call the entire 
region, which makes up the western half of New Guinea, West Pa-
pua. 

The petition makes several demands of the U.N., including calling on 
it to review its involvement in the "unlawful annexation" of Papua, to 
appoint a special representative to investigate the human rights situa-
tion, to reinstate Papua on the decolonization committee's agenda and 
to conduct an internationally supervised referendum on self-
determination. 
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Indonesia's fake referendum included less than 0.2 percent 
of the population in 1969. The West Papuan People's Peti-
tion of 2017 has 70 percent of the population," Wenda, 
who is head of the United Liberation Movement for West 
Papua, said in a statement. 

"Indonesia's entire claim to West Papua rests on what hap-
pened in 1969. That claim is destroyed now," he said. 

He said he and others are "working day and night" to 
bring the petition to the U.N. General Assembly. 

Indonesia's mission to the U.N. said Vanuatu had 
"deliberately deceived" Bachelet. It said Indonesia "would 
never retreat to defend and protect" its territorial sover-
eignty. 

The U.N. reiterated previous statements it has made about 
Papua. Indonesia in February last year agreed that a U.N. 
rights delegation could visit Papua, to which Jakarta tight-
ly controls access, but no visit has taken place. 

Shamdasani said Bachelet informed the Vanuatu delega-
tion that the U.N. Human Rights Office "has been engag-
ing with the Indonesian authorities on the issue of Papua, 
including the prevailing human rights situation, and has 
requested access to Papua." 

 

Chairman of the ULMWP 
celebrates handing in of 
West Papuan People’s Peti-
tion to UN High Commis-
sioner 

 

January 25, 2019 in Statement  

On behalf of the West Papuan people, I can state that the 
West Papuan People’s Petition, carrying the voices of 1.8 
million West Papuans, has been officially handed to the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle 
Bachelet, in Geneva. The petition was handed over in a 

state-sponsored meeting officially facilitated by the Vanu-
atu government on January 25, 2019. 

The people of West Papua have been crying out for sup-
port for over 50 years. The time for the UN to hear this 
call is more urgent than ever as the world witnesses anoth-
er humanitarian crisis happening in the highlands of West 
Papua. Today, thousands of civilians in the region of 
Nduga are fleeing from the Indonesian military, escaping 
airstrikes and chemical weapons. Whilst children die from 
starvation, the Indonesian military block all aid or investi-
gation. 

In 2017, nearly two million of you risked arrest, torture 
and assassination to raise your voices through this histori-
cal petition. In this petition, you demand self-
determination, an Internationally-Supervised Vote, a ref-
erendum on independence, denied to us for over 50 years.  

In 1969, Indonesia organised a fake referendum, the so-
called Act of Free Choice, when just 1,022 Papuans were 
intimidated into voting for the Indonesian occupation. The 
West Papuan People’s Petition is a real referendum, a real 
vote, representing the true voice of the people of West 
Papua. Indonesia’s fake referendum included less than 
0.2% of the population in 1969 – the West Papuan Peo-
ple’s Petition of 2017 has 70% of the population. Indone-
sia’s entire claim to West Papua rests on what happened 
in 1969. That claim is destroyed now. 

Since Indonesia invaded our country, over 500,000 men, 
women and children have been killed. We remain dedicat-
ed to telling the truth of what happened in 1962, and 1969, 
despite the risks that we face. For you in West Papua, I 
know the risks are so great.  

Never before in the history of global struggles, from the 
great anti-colonial movements of Asia, Africa and the 
Pacific to the mass movements of Latin America and Eu-
rope, has such a petition, signed manually by so many 
hands, been physically presented to such a high level of 
the UN. We are making history.  

The West Papuan people instructed the United Liberation 
Movement for West Papua to hand the petition to the UN 
Decolonisation Committee, the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil, and the UN General Assembly. We independently 
handed the petition in to the UN Decolonisation Commit-
tee in 2017. We have had the great honour of presenting 
this petition to every diplomat, politician, lawyer and civil 
servant we meet every day in our work across the world. 

Today, with official state-level support from the Vanuatu 
government, we, the people of West Papua, have present-
ed it to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
We are working day and night to approach the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York. 

To our many friends working in solidarity with the West 
Papuan struggle all over the world, we thank you for 
standing with us. You assistance is vital in our long road 
to freedom. 

And to the people of West Papua, thank you. Today is a 
proud moment to represent your voices – thank you for 
never giving up and for courageously coming to the 
streets and flying the Morning Star flag, despite the bru-
tality you face.  
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Thank you for your patience, your strength and your spirit. 
Thank you to so many of you for having the courage to sign the 
historic People’s Petition – your voice is now in the hands of the 
United Nations. We are making progress, together, in unity. 

It is my life mission and purpose to do all I can to ensure 
West Papuans are given an Internationally-Supervised Vote, 
a referendum. This is what the ULMWP, and all of you, 
work towards each day. Today is a great moment for us all. 

Your humble friend, 

Benny Wenda 
Chairman of the United Liberation Movement for West Papua 
January 25, 2019 

Further information: 

The West Papuan People’s Petition calls upon the United Na-
tions General Assembly, Decolonisation Committee and Human 
Rights Council to: ‘urgently address the human rights situation 
in West Papua and to review the UN’s involvement in the ad-
ministration of West Papua that led to its unlawful annexation 
by Indonesia and the human rights abuse that continues today 
[and] to appoint a Special Representative to investigate the hu-
man rights situation in West Papua; put West Papua back on the 
Decolonisation Committee agenda and ensure our right to self‐
determination denied to us in 1969 is respected by holding an 
Internationally Supervised Vote (in accordance with UN General 
Assembly Resolutions 1514 and 1541 (XV)).’ 

The United Liberation Movement for West Papua is further call-
ing for: 

 Indonesia to grant the UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights access to West Papua, and to complete a 
thorough Fact-Finding mission in West Papua in ac-
cordance with the UN General Assembly resolution 
46/59: “Declaration on Fact-finding by the United Na-
tions in the Field of the Maintenance of International 
Peace and Security”; 

 The Pacific Islands Forum to create an urgent Fact-
Finding Mission to West Papua to examine reports of 
chemical weapon use and killing of civilians, especially 
in Nduga; 

 The Melanesian Spearhead Group to send an urgent 
Fact-Finding Mission to West Papua to examine reports 
of chemical weapon use and killing of civilians, espe-
cially in Nduga; 

 For Indonesia to grant immediate access for humanitar-
ian aid organisations to relieve the suffering of West 
Papuans in Nduga. 

  

 ‘Ill-advised’ Papua highway im-
perils indigenous rights, rainfor-
ests 
The Sunday Daily , Malaysia  4 Feb 2019  

A highway under construction in Indonesia’s Papua province is 
hurting the environment and stoking conflict by threatening in-
digenous land rights, analysts and activists said. 

The Trans Papua highway is part of Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo’s plan to develop the impoverished eastern province, 
and open up access to its abundant natural resources. 

But the 4,000-km of highway that will link hubs of agriculture, 
mining, and oil and gas, will encroach indigenous land and de-
stroy tropical rainforests including Lorentz National Park, a 
World Heritage site, activists said. 

“The highway passes through many customary lands, and much 
of this land is not titled,“ said Kartini Samon, a campaigner with 
advocacy group GRAIN. 

“It raises concerns about indigenous peoples whose livelihoods 
depend on the land and the forests which are being cleared,“ she 
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation on Monday. 

Across developing nations, analysts say large road projects are 
destroying forests and hurting local communities who are often 
not consulted or compensated for their loss. 

Papua has suffered a simmering separatist conflict since it was 
incorporated into Indonesia after a widely criticised UN-backed 
referendum in 1969. 

Since coming to power in 2014, Widodo has tried to ease ten-
sions by addressing some rights concerns, while also stepping up 
investment with projects such as the Trans Papua highway. 

But concerns persist. Security forces in Papua have unlawfully 
killed at least 95 people in the eight years to 2018 with almost 
no accountability, rights group Amnesty International said in a 
report last year. 

A long-standing grievance is the settlement of land claims. 

Widodo has vowed to return 12.7 million hectares (ha) of land to 
indigenous and rural communities nationwide, following a 2013 
ruling that removed such land from state control and formalised 
local peoples’ rights over them. 

But of the millions of hectares of customary claims under re-
view, “virtually none” are in Papua, said William Laurance, a 
professor at James Cook University in Australia, and a Papua 
expert. 

“It’s hardly surprising some indigenous groups are up in arms,“ 
he said. 

“This road network limits the potential to resolve competing 
claims, locking in grievances and unrest. It is like pouring gaso-
line on a campfire,“ he said. 

In December, a separatist group was accused of killing at least 
19 workers building a bridge to connect the Trans Papua road, in 
one of the worst outbreaks of violence. 

As work was suspended, Widodo said construction of the road 
“will never be stopped”. 

Last week, government officials said the Indonesian military 
will take over construction of the road, with hundreds of extra 
security personnel to be deployed in the area. 

But with the project far from complete, the rebels have vowed 
more attacks. 

The best approach for the government would be to “greatly con-
dense” the road network, and focus on existing roads, said Lau-
rance. 

“Socially, environmentally and even economically, it’s one of 
the most ill-advised road-building schemes I’ve ever seen.” —
 Reuters 

 

 ‘This torture has features of 
racism’: Police use snake to 
interrogate Papuan 

News Desk The Jakarta Post    Sat, February 9, 2019   
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A still from a video showing the police interrogation 
of a man suspected of theft in Wamena, Papua. (JP/
File) 

 

 
The Papua Police have apologized for wrapping a 
snake around a native Papuan they suspected of 
theft. 

A video of the incident, which took place while the police 
were interrogating the suspect, has been circulating 
online.  

The officers involved in the incident are currently being 
investigated for ethical violations, said Papua Police 
spokesman Ahmad Mustofa Kamal. "We apologize for 
that incident," he said in a statement on Friday, as quoted 
by kompas.com. 

Jannus P. Siregar, who heads the Papua Police's internal 
affairs division (Propam), said the officers were using the 
snake to intimidate the suspect so that he would confess to 
the crime. 

The incident reportedly took place in Wamena, Jayawija-
ya. 

Jayawijaya Police chief Adj. Sr. Comr. Tonny Ananda 
Swadaya promised that his men would work professional-
ly. “We have taken action against the officers who did the 
misconduct. We are moving them to other places,” he 
said. 

The video has sparked criticism from netizens. 

Human rights lawyer Veronika Koman wrote on her Twit-
ter account @VeronikaKoman that the suspect should be 
presumed innocent until proven otherwise and should not 
be tortured to admit to a crime, regardless of whether the 
charges leveled against him were true. 

“Given the context of the persecution in Papua, this tor-
ture has features of racism,” she wrote. 

Some locals, however, appeared to support the police’s 
actions. 

Hengki Heselo, a leader in Jayawijaya regency, said the 
community supported the police’s stern measures to curb 
crime, including the use of snakes to threaten suspected 
criminals.    

"We have felt the effects of recent police actions. The 
number of drunk people who carry machetes is decreas-
ing," he said as quoted by kompas.com. (das) 

PNG civil society group 
wants change on Papua 
policy 

 

  

Radio nz 29/1/19 

 

Civil society groups in Papua New Guinea are 
urging the government to speak out about vio-
lent conflict in the neighbouring Papua region of 
Indonesia. 

This comes amid a recent escalation of conflict 
between the West Papua Liberation Army and 
Indonesian security forces in Papua's Central 
Highlands. 

 

The chairman of PNG's Union For Free West 
Papua, Kenn Mondiai said Papua New Guineans 
are deeply concerned about the conflict but their 
government remains silent. 

He said 1986's Treaty of Mutual Respect, 
Friendship and Co-operation with Indonesia re-
stricts PNG from speaking out. 

"At the political level government's hands are 
tied because of that 1986 treaty. But as Papua 
New Guinean and Melanesian civil society or-
ganisations, we Melanesians are sick and tired 
of the manner in which the Indonesian govern-
ment and the Indonesian military and the police 
force, their brutality," Kenn Mondiai said. 

Mr Mondiai said civil society wanted PNG's 
government to change it policy on West Papua 
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to become more proactive in pushing for solu-
tions across the border. 

He said he was encouraged by PNG involve-
ment in efforts by the Pacific Council of 
Churches to visit Indonesia, including Papua, to 
gauge the latest human rights situation. 

However, PNG's Foreign Minister Rimbink Pato 
says his government is working to support the 
economic development approach that Jakarta is 
taking in Papua region as the best response to 
West Papuan issues. 

Mr Pato recently said the two countries had been 
planning and implementing joint projects in 
their common border areas. 

Meanwhile, the PNG Union For Free West Pa-
pua is assisting representatives the Liberation 
Army and Free West Papua Movement (OPM) 
in preparation for a planned press conference on 
Thursday in PNG's capital Port Moresby. 

 

The representatives are expected to address the 
humanitarian crisis in the Central Highlands, 
and unveil the OPM's plans for proposed negoti-
ations with Indonesia. 

Indonesia's Political, Legal and Security Minister 
Wiranto recently told media that the government 
would not enter any discussions with the Army, who 
Jakarta describes as a criminal group 

 

 

Parkop backs W. Pa-
pua, B’ville independ-
ence 
February 1, 2019 The National Main Stories 

By CLIFFORD FAIPARIK 
National Capital District Governor Powes Parkop is push-
ing for Bougainville and West Papua to gain independ-
ence from Papua New Guinea and Indonesia respectively. 
Parkop said this in no uncertain terms during a West Pa-

pua forum in Port Moresby yesterday. 
Northern Governor Garry Juffa, who was also present, 
expressed similar sentiments. 
“The Government must give political independence to 
Bougainville,” Parkop said. “Likewise, Indonesian gov-
ernment should also give political independence to the 
West Papua province. 
“Both of these people have struggled bitterly for inde-
pendence for a long time, resulting in widespread deaths. 
The governments of both countries should not deny these 
respective people’s rights.” 
Parkop said Bougainvilleans would be given the oppor-
tunity to determine whether they wanted to remain as part 
of PNG, or go separate. 
“We are not afraid and I’m not afraid,” he said. “If Bou-
gainville chooses independence, they will not move the 
island of Bougainville to Europe or another place in the 
world. 
“They will still be there. We are all inter-married now. 
There are family and tribal relationships been bonded al-
ready. 
“We might have a better future because if you look at the 
history of PNG, because of Bougainville, we were politi-
cal and economically shaped.” 
Parkop said the same message must be told to Indonesia. 
“Indonesian must know that if West Papua becomes inde-
pendent, they will not move the land to the United States,” 
he said. “They will still stay there. The people speak Ba-
hasa. They are intermarriages already been forged and 
established with people from other parts of Indonesia. 
“Economically, they can be integrated. Socially, they can 
still move around in Indonesia. I don’t think the West 
Papua freedom movement will remove Indonesian invest-
ments. They must overcome their fear.” 

 

A sad story of education 
from Papuan outreached 
and border areas 
 
Tabloidjubi 5 February 2019 
 

 
Pupils at schools in outreached Papua. – Jubi/Dok 
 
 
Jayapura, Jubi – Education, in Papua today is still a sad 
story since many schools in outreached or border areas 
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have to struggle to continue their activities even without 
adequate support from the government. 
An educational activist Agustinus Kadepa said the educa-
tion in Papua, especially in the border and outreached 
areas, is a complex issue, from the lack of teachers’ at-
tendance to lack of teaching facilities that hampers the 
learning activities at school. 
“This is complicated. Furthermore, we know that a good 
and qualified educational education could exist when it 
gains support from many aspects, namely the economy, 
educational facilities, public awareness of education and 
so on. Therefore, I think these factors have made many 
teachers prefer to live in town rather than in those remote 
areas,” said Kadepa on Thursday (24/1/2019). 
Another factor is when teachers apply for the position of 
civil servants. It has an indirect impact on the number of 
teachers staying at schools, especially in remote areas. 
Because most of those teachers would accept the new po-
sition as a civil servant and choose to live in town rather 
than continue teaching in remote areas. 
Meanwhile, this problem also considered by the village 
chief of Kampung Moso, Muara Tami Sub-district of Ja-
yapura Municipality, Agus Watapoa. He said that all the 
time the primary schools of the Indonesian and PNG bor-
der have not a sufficient number of teachers. Therefore, 
the children are neglected and cannot study at school. 
“Teachers who teach in this school village come late to 
school, at 10 in the morning. So this school is not well 
running. It’s still open but just not running very well be-
cause we only have two classes with a roof,” he said. (*) 
Reporter: Agus Pabika 

 
 
 
Indonesian military to com-
plete Trans-Papua Highway 
Radio nz  
Officials working on a troubled road project in Papua say 
Indonesia's military will complete the job this year. 
In December, at least 16 Indonesians working on the 
Trans-Papua Highway in Nduga province were massacred 
by fighters from the West Papua Liberation Army. 
The project was put on hold with the military saying it 
would take over work on the 4000 kilometre highway. 
Combat engineers will reportedly carry out the construc-
tion, with hundreds of extra security personnel deployed 
to the area. 
Detik News reports a military battalion has been assigned 
to the building of the project's remaining 16 bridges. 
Indonesian army engineers had already been working on 
the Trans-Papua Highway project for a number of years. 
Military involvement in the project was cited by the Lib-
eration Army as a central reason for killing the road work-
ers, who were suspected of being soldiers. 
 
 

Freeport Divestment: A Tale 
of Losses and Waste 
  

 
 
 

31 January 2019 TEMPO.CO, Jakarta  
 
 Wrapped up in the spirit of nationalism, now we know 
that the Freeport’s share divestment was a very costly 
one. After having to shell out Rp55.8 trillion to acquire 
51.23 percent of the shares, the government now must 
deal with the massive environmental damage caused by 
improper management of tailings or mining wastes.  

According to the findings of the Supreme Audit Agency 

(BPK) released in 2017, the losses from the environmen-

tal damages totaled Rp185 trillion. The destruction was 

resulted by the substandard tailing storage management 

along the Ajikwa river in Mimika regency, Papua. The 

high costs of the losses include Rp10.7 trillion at the 

upstream area, Rp8.2 trillion at the estuary and at Rp166 

trillion at the Arafura sea. The company committed a 

serious violation when the tailing storage which 

is restricted to just 230 square kilometers in the upstream 

area encroached into the estuary.  

Unfortunately for the government, it did not tackle the 

issue when the gold mine was still controlled by Freeport

-McMoRan, which should have been slapped with heavy 

sanctions. It also failed to use the issue as a leverage to 

get a better deal. The problem that was swept under the 

rug for years now has become a huge and costly environ-

mental threat.  

 

Freeport has deposited mining waste in Ajikwa river’s 

upstream basin since 1995. With the daily capacity of 

300,000 tons, it produces around 230,000 tons of waste, 

according to the audit agency. This is plausible since 

only 3 percent of the all the earth that was excavated 

and processed contains minerals and most of the rest is 
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disposed. The excessive tailing waste severely polluted 

the river, the forests and sago fields. The locals also 

found themselves isolated as a result.  

 

The locals living around the mine may have been con-

tented with the inducement money given by the mining 

company. Freeport actively gave away yearly religious 

donation of around Rp85 billions which was distributed 

via the Papua regional government, the Mimika provin-

cial government and tribal organizations.  

Now that the majority shares have been taken over 

through Indonesia Asahan Aluminum (Inalum), the gov-

ernment must be prepared to bear all the consequences. 

It must prove that Inalum is capable of managing the 

waste better. The company must prevent further environ-

mental damage. The environmental management road 

map agreed upon between the environmental ministry 

and Freeport must be thoroughly implemented.  

The most pressing issues that need to be addressed im-

mediately include the reduction of non-tailing sediment 

in the mining areas and the construction of new dikes at 

the reservoir to put the lid on tailing spills.  

From the environmental aspect, it makes sense if produc-

tion is decreased to reduce tailing but economic calcula-

tions give a different result. If the production decreases, 

the state’s income will also plummet. It seems an unlike-

ly solution at a time when the government needs to 

prove that the investment in the share divestment can be 

recouped soon. The government must now resolve all 

issues without blaming other parties and make sure that 

such environmental disasters will not recur in the future.  

Read the complete story in this week's edition of Tempo 

English Magazine 
https://awasmifee.potager.org/?p=1659 
 

 The Government is urged 
to swiftly implement the 
Palm Oil Moratorium in 
Papua. 
 
By awasmifee  JANUARY 29, 2019 
 
Last November, the head of the Awyu ethnic group in 
Boven Digoel Regency, Egidius Pius Suam, sent a letter 

to Indonesian President Joko Widodo, with copies also 
sent to several ministries, the Governor of Papua Prov-
ince, Boven Digoel’s Bupati and leaders of civil society 
organisations in Papua and Jakarta. The letter detailed the 
Awyu indigenous people’s oppostion and grievances 
against seven large-scale plantation companies that have 
been trying to set up on the Awyu’s traditional lands. 

The letter was also signed by five clan chiefs, the heads of 
Metto, Hobinanggo, Ujung Kia, Kapogu villages and of 
Ki sub-district and the head of the LMA Boven Digoel, 
along with the support of three other heads of ethnic 
groups in Boven Digoel: Wambon, Kombai and Korowai. 

The seven companies referred to in the letter are: (1) PT 
Perkebunan Boven Digoel Sejahtera (with a concession of 
39,440 hectares); (2) PT Perkebunan Boven Digoel Abadi 
(37,010 hectares; (3) PT Boven Digoel Budidaya Sentosa 
(39,190 hectares); (4) PT Perkebunan Sawit Kifofi 19,940 
hectares); (5) PT Perkebunan Dugu Fofi (38,160 hec-
tares); (6) PT Perkebunan Papua Sentosa (38,725 hec-
tares); and (7) PT Indo Asiana Lestari (38,525 hectares). 

The companies’ concessions cover part of several admin-
istrative sub-districts: Subur, Ki, Jair, Mandobo and Fofi, 
all in Boven Digoel, Papua Province. The total amount of 
forest under threat of being handed to these oil palm plan-
tation companies is 250,990 hectares. 

The reason these community leaders are opposing the 
company is because of the threat it poses to their land and 
culture; they risk losing sites where they carry out cultural 
rituals and obtain customary artefacts as well as their food 
sources and sources of livelihood, as well as the loss of 
biodiversity, damage to the environment and social con-
flict. 

“We are asking the Indonesian President to cancel and 
revoke the companies’ permits, and put a stop to the pro-
cess of allowing oil palm plantation companies to operate 
in forested areas on the land of the Awyu indigenous peo-
ple, based on a consideration of Law 29/2009 concerning 
the environment, Constitutional Court Decision No 35/
PUU-X/2012, Presidential Instruction 8/2018 concerning 
a moratorium and re-evaluation of permits for palm oil 
plantations, and the rights of the Awyu indigenous peo-
ple.”, asked Egedius Pius Suam in his letter. 

However, the community has still not received any mean-
ingful replies to the letters they sent. In the meantime, the 
company has kept up its attempts to influence members of 
the community to accede to its plans. 

“According to our research the majority of these conces-
sions are located in the area where plantation companies 
owned by the Menara Group obtained plantation business 
licences in 2011 and then got permits to release state for-
est land from the Forestry Minister in 2012. However, 
those companies did not make optimal use of the land and 
were then sold to new owners based in Malaysia: Tadmax 
Resources Bhd and the Pacific Inter-link Group”, ex-
plained Franky Samperante from the Pusaka Foundation. 
The government of Boven Digoel Regency and the Invest-
ment Agency and One-stop Permit Centre, revoked loca-



 8 

tion permits for [some of the] Menara Group companies in 
2015, and [some of their] Plantation Business Licences in 
2018. However, the local government just handed out new 
permits for the same land to the companies mentioned 
above. 

The practice of companies buying and selling land from 
each other, and the government issuing permits to new 
companies, has all taken place without a process of con-
sultation and collective decision making to obtain the con-
sent of local indigenous people who hold rights in the 
area. This goes contrary to principles laid down in law and 
business norms which are supposed to respect the rights of 
indigenous people, including through the principle of Free 
Prior Informed Consent). 

“Currently the Awyu indigenous people have not been 
able to obtain any information or permit documents, in-
cluding copies of Environmental Impact Assessments and 
agreements that have been made by the Menara Group”, 
explained Father Anselmus Amo, MSC, leader of the Jus-
tice and Peace Secretariat for Merauke’s Catholic Dio-
cese. 

We have found that in this case, both local and central 
government have shown negligence from the outset and 
there have been a string of violations of regulations con-
cerning the issuance of location permits, plantation busi-
ness licences, environmental permits and forest release 
permits. This includes issuing location permits and forest 
release which exceeds the maximum permitted area: 
Agrarian Ministry / National Land Agency regulation 
5/2015 states that location permits can only be issued for 
20,000 hectares in a single province or 100,000 hectares 
in the whole of Indonesia; Agriculture Ministry Regula-
tion 98/2013 states a maximum of 100,000 hectares of 
Plantation Business Licence should be given to a single 
company or corporate group; and Environment and For-
estry Ministry Regulation P.51/2016 states that the area of 
forest estate released to a single company or corporate 
group should be no more than 60,000 hectares and should 
be issued in stages, no more than 20,000 hectares at one 
time. 

“According to Environment and Forestry Ministry LHK 
P.51 Tahun 2016, it is forbidden to transfer the ownership 
of conversion production forest which has formerly been 
released to a different party and start work in that forest, 
because the new licencee will not have met the obliga-
tions. The way government issues permits and the ways 
companies transfer them is agaist the law. This case 
shows just how poor the governance of forest and other 
land in Papua is”, explained Aiesh Rumbekwan, the Exec-
utive Director of Walhi Papua. 

Because of this, the Pusaka Foundation, Walhi Papua and 
the Justice and Peace Secretariat of Merauke Catholic 
Diocese urge the central and local government to swiftly 
implement the Oil Palm Moratorium legislated for in 
Presidential Instruction 8/2018, by taking proactive and 
transparent steps to stop the companies mentioned above 
from working and undertake an evaluate. 
 
 
tabloidjubi 5 February 2019  

 

The Story of illegal logging  
Jayapura, Jubi – Tempo journalist Avit Hidayat shared 
his experience in doing an investigation about the circula-
tion of illegal timbers from Papua’s forest as a resource 
person for the discussion about “ Papua’s Forest and Log-
ging Disputes”. 
Auriga Nusantara, Eyes on the Forest, Tempo Institute, 
Free Press Unlimited, and Tempo Media Grup held this 
forum in Jakarta, Monday, 28 January 2019 and attended 
by other resource persons, such as Laode M. Syarif (KPK 
commissionaire), Rasio Ridho Sani (Gakkum-KLHK), 
Hilman Nugroho (PHPL-KLHK) Muhamad Kosar (JPIK), 
Timotius Murib (Majelis Rakyat Papua) and Papuan 
stakeholders from indigenous peoples, Papuan Parliament 
and Papua Provincial Forestry Office. 
In the discussion, Avit said it is essential for the public to 
know about the situation in Papua. “The tropical forests in 
Papua are the last (forests) in Indonesia, while the Merbau 
wood which is the Papuan endemic trees have been be-
coming the target of the international market,” he said.  
Furthermore, Avid said he conducted the investigation in 
many different places and interviewed many resource per-
sons; and in Papua, the Tempo team went further to the 
logging sites. There, they witnessed how the workers who 
come from other regions carried out the illegal logging 
activity. They also met transporters, woodmasters, drivers, 
and logging company staffs. 
“And the most important thing is we met the supplier. The 
supplier is a mediator of the logging companies who play 
a role to bargain with ‘ondo’—the tribal chief–for com-
pensation. For example, if in a village there are common 
indigenous lands, the supplier comes to measuring the 
areas, and give payment to indigenous peoples.” 
In their investigation, the Tempo team also met the own-
ers of a logging company who later admitted about the 
illegal logging activity.  However, they called it the unreg-
istered community logging. 
Meanwhile, in Aroba Sub-district of Teluk Bintuni, Papua 
Barat, the team went to the forest areas of the company 
who received the Business License for the Utilization of 
Natural Forest and Timber Product (IUPHHK-HA) that 
formerly known as a Forest Concession Permit (HPH). 
There, the team found the manipulation of a wood bar-
code. For instance, the barcode for ketapang wood is used 
for Merbau wood. 
Moreover, the team also investigated the primary industry 
in Papua, Surabaya, Lumajang, Gresik by tracing the dis-
tribution of logs. Here, they found another finding, name-
ly the fake transport data and officials’ involvement, 
whereas the illegal retribution practice has also become 
their another concern. 
In their journey from Sarmi to Jayapura Municipality, the 
team discovered 25 retribution posts that consist of the 
indigenous institution, police (military) and Forestry Of-
fice. “This is the fact that we found, but I couldn’t capture 
it because it was too risky. We even witness a military 
truck used to transport the logs.” 
Furthermore, the Tempo team met the export logging 
companies and found those companies able to export up to 
6,000-meter cubic annually, while based on the Forest 
Product Information Management System (SIPUH), they 
only allowed to export around 100-meter cubic. 
“In Surabaya, we went to a barge and talked with an of-
ficer. He said not all logs are given barcode. A few log-
ging companies intentionally inserted non-barcode logs or 
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illegal logs in there. They are mostly the HPH holders, 
and they even put the timbers between the logs.” 
However, all these findings did not include in the audit 
industry report registered in the Timber Legality and Veri-
fication System Legality and Verification System (SVLK) 
which consist of the Assessment Agency for Sustainable 
Forest Production Management (LP-PHPL) and Timber 
Verification Agency (LV-LK). Both agencies are respon-
sible for assessing the sustainable forest product manage-
ment and verify the legality aspect of timber based on the 
system and standards set by the government. 
“We also got the information about the involvement of 
LV-LK and LP-PHPL, which means they play around 
with such companies and culprits from the forestry office. 
I think the KPK has identified these cases.” 
In the meantime, a resource person from the National Ac-
creditation Committee (KAN) acknowledged that there 
were bribery practices in the LV-LK. The audit report had 
often finished before the field assessment. 
Meanwhile, the participants appreciated the findings of 
Tempo’s investigation. They expected the government to 
find a solution immediately, whether it’s a regulation or 
supervision and law enforcement. 
On the other hand, a representative of LV-LK objected 
this report regarding the bribery practices in his institu-
tion. But Avit said until now none of the resource persons 
withdrew their statements and opposed the result of the 
team’s investigation. 
Meanwhile, Agung Wijaya, Avit’s editor for this covered 
story, said he was worried about Avit’s safety during the 
investigation. But finally, this report was completed and 
published. 
He further said Tempo had traced the case of illegal log-
ging since 2017. Thus, publishing the investigation report 
becomes a moral burden for Tempo. Therefore Tempo 
will continue to monitor this issue and welcome other 
stakeholders who attended this forum for further discus-
sion. 
“Through this coverage, Tempo attempted to look the case 
thoroughly even though it might not give a solution be-
cause the solution is actually in the hand of all of you 
(who come to this forum).” (*) 
  
Reporter: Timoteus Marten 

Editor: Pipit Maizier 
 

In West Papua, a de-
velopment plan that 
doesn’t require clear-
ing forest 
 

https://news.mongabay.com/2019/01/in-west-papua-a-
development-plan-that-doesnt-require-clearing-forest/
Analysis by Een Irawan Putra on 23 January 2019 | 

 Indonesia’s West Papua province on the island 
of New Guinea has pledged to set aside 70 per-
cent of its land area as protected or conservation 

areas. Local government decisions will be key to 
the plan’s success or failure.  

 In the administrative district of Tambrauw within 
West Papua, local indigenous communities de-
pend on the forest for their livelihoods.  

 The head of Tambrauw district, Gabriel Asem, 
says he prioritizes the land rights of local com-
munities and that conservation and sustainable 
development can go hand in hand.  

 
AYAPOKIAR, Indonesia  Mince and Atafia Momo make 
light work of the rocky terrain as they press toward higher 
ground deep in the Tambrauw forest. The pair move with 
a practiced agility, hauling gear in wicker baskets tied to a 
stretch of colorful fabric suspended around their fore-
heads. 
 
For Mince, who is 40, and Atafia, 22, these green valleys 
in the west of the island of New Guinea are a second 
home, a place to hunt, to fish, to find medicines and to 
forage for sago, a crucial source of carbohydrates in the 
diet of the Momo Kaa indigenous community. For them, 
and for Atafia’s two toddlers, conservation of these Tam-
brauw hillsides carries a sense of immediacy. 
 
“We can find sago, vegetables, fish, pigs or deer all here 
in the forest. And in the village we plant taro, sweet pota-
toes and chili,” Atafia tells Mongabay. “We never go hun-
gry.” 
 
I met the pair by accident. I happened to be in Ayapokiar, 
Atafia and Momo’s village in Tambrauw, along with 12 
University of Papua students participating in a bird survey 
led by researcher Sebastian “Bas” van Balen and Mirza 
Kusrini from the university’s forestry department. In 
2017, Van Balen followed in the footsteps of Henry Cush-
ier Raven’s 1912-1914 journey through Borneo to docu-
ment biodiversity declines. I was looking for a companion 
to enter the forest and ran into Agustinus Momo, who 
suggested her sister, Atafia. 
 
She was at pains to make sure I had no problem working 
with a woman. “Here it’s much better,” she says. Whether 
it’s handling an unruly toddler at home or hauling sand on 
a construction site, women are generally considered the 
more diligent of the sexes. Atafia, for example, keeps 
watch over her two young children and helps pay the bills 
while her husband studies on a university scholarship in 
Palangkaraya, far away on the island of Borneo. 

 

 



 10 

Atafia, left, and Mince. Image by Een Irawan Putra. 
 
We push farther away from the village. Mince points out 
forest birds by name, explaining their behavior as they 
flutter between trees. The light through the forest is fading 
as we reach camp five hours after setting out. 
 
Sometimes Atafia brings a dog with her to take down a 
forest deer before she kills the animal with a spear, butch-
ers the carcass and smokes the meat for preservation. “We 
don’t sell the venison, we eat it ourselves,” she said. 
“Because from here, everywhere is far. 
 
“Even if I had the time to go to Sorong [the provincial 
capital], the transportation is 500,000 rupiah [$35] one 
way,” she says. The journey can take around eight hours. 
 
This time Atafia and Momo have brought fishing rods. 
The Iri River is around a kilometer (0.6 miles) from camp. 
It might not sound far, but the steep, irregular inclines are 
enough to make pulses quicken. “This river is full of 
fish,” Atafia says. 
 
 
Tambrauw is one of more than 500 districts within 34 
larger provinces in the Indonesian archipelago. Indonesia 
emerged from one of the most centralized forms of gov-
ernment in the world following the ouster of strongman 
ruler Suharto in 1998. The hundreds of district govern-
ments like Tambrauw now have considerable latitude over 
education and health spending, as well as authorizing per-
mits for extractive industries in the forests Atafia and Mo-
mo call home. 
 
The district chief, known in Indonesia as a bupati, of 
Tambrauw is Gabriel Asem, a well-built man with a mus-
tache as thick as the tree line in the Tambrauw valleys. 
Gabriel was elected head of Tambrauw when the adminis-
trative district was first created, in 2008. In his office he 
explains to me that around 80 percent of the 11,000 square 
kilometers (4,250 square miles) that make up the district 
are conservation areas. 
 
“In total there are 29 subdistricts and 216 villages in Tam-
brauw and we make the rules for protecting forests, 
beaches and elsewhere,” he told Mongabay last year. “It 
must all be agreed with the community of customary own-
ers, because they have territorial rights.” 
 
Gabriel says he has long been told that by prioritizing 
conservation of these valleys he will sacrifice develop-
ment. He disagrees. 
 

Indonesia’s statistics agency said in March 2018 that 35.3 
percent of the rural population here in West Papua prov-
ince lived in poverty (defined as the equivalent of 85 U.S. 
cents a day or less). That is the second-highest rate among 
the 34 provinces across Indonesia, while malnutrition re-
mains one of the biggest killers of children under 5. 
 
 
But Asem points to his district’s pristine beaches and 
mountains, as if to say they have assets beyond carving up 
land parcels into concessions for development. “That is 
where the community can benefit, because they will have 
a direct stake,” he says. “In the future they will be a 
source of income.” 
 
It’s a view in line with the larger development agenda in 
West Papua. Last October, the governors of West Papua 
and Papua provinces, which together make up the Indone-
sian half of New Guinea, signed a pledge to set aside 70 
percent of their jurisdictions as protected or conservation 
areas. The region is home to some of the best forest left in 
Indonesia. 
 
The sun often beats down into the humid corridors of 
Tambrauw forest, but the weather can change in minutes, 
causing heavy rains to rush down mountainsides and ac-
cumulate in sumps on the forest floor. Atafia and Momo 
arrive back at camp from the river in driving rain. The 
pair have returned with dinner. They set down edible 
greens  pakis, gohi, gnemon as well as a haul of fish. 
 
“We are very happy to be able to bring people here,” 
Atafia says. “They can see how us protecting the forests is 
good for our children and grandchildren.” 
 
*** 
 
Een Irawan Putra is director of the Indonesia Nature Film 
Society, a media partner of Mongabay. 
 
Banner: A flower in West Papua. Image by Rhett A. But-
ler/Mongabay. 
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