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 Police Arrest Students  
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5 activists arrested in Papua for collecting earthquake relief 
funds 
 
Suara Papua - April 5, 2018 
 
Jayapura -- Five activists from the Independent Student Forum 
(FIM) who were involved in a solidarity action to collect to 
funds for victims of an earthquake in Papua New Guinea were 
reportedly arrested by police in Jayapura on Thursday April 5. 
 
The activists, who were arrested at the Abepura traffic circle 
in the Papuan provincial capital of Jayapura, were Yefri Ta-
buni, Alber Yatipai, Basten Tekege, Barata Pekey and Steven 
Gobai. 
 
After the police forcibly broke up the action, the five were ar-
rested and taken to the Abepura sectoral police (Polsek) sta-
tion where they were held for more than an hour after finally 
being released and sent home at 1.30 pm. 
 
Following his release Albert Yatipai said that police arrested 
them because they had allegedly disturbed public order and 

road users and, he said, because it was claimed that they had 
not submitted a prior notification of the action with police. 
 
"Police forcibly broke up our solidarity action and then made a 
false arrest because we had already submitted a notification 
[of the action] with the Papuan Polda [regional police] and the 
Jayapura Polresta [municipal police]. In the written notifica-
tion it was clear that we would be holding actions between 
March 15 and April 15, 2018", said Albert in an email sent to 
Suara Papua earlier this afternoon. 
 
Albert said that it was solidarity action and purely to assist the 
victims of the earthquake in PNG and had no link with politics. 
 
"So in this case the police failed and were imprudent, just ar-
resting people for the sake of it", said Albert who is the secre-
tary of the Solidarity Action Collection Fund for PNG Earth-
quake Victims in Port Numbay. 
 
Another member of the group, Arnold Yarinap, claimed that 
three cardboard cartons used in the action to collect funds 
and filled with money were also seized by the police, but only 
two boxes were returned. 
 
"A carton which contained 50,000 rupiah and 100,000 rupiah 
in cash was not returned, said Arnold. 
 
Meanwhile when contacted by email for confirmation of the 
arrests Jayapura municipal police chief Assistant Superinten-
dent Gustav Robby Urbinas, explained that, "They were se-
cured and taken to Polsek because the individuals [oknum] did 
not have a permit for the action nor submitted a notification 
or have a government recommendation. They appeared to be 
intoxicated. They were not arrested, thanks". 
 
Urbinas also said that the current generation must be directed 
by dignified means. 
 
[Translated by James Balowski for the Indoleft News Service. 
The original title of the article was " Lima Aktivis FIM Ditahan 
di Polsek Abepura Saat Galang Dana Untuk Korban Gempa 
PNG".] 
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 Economic, Social and Cultur-
al Issues Attract the United 
Nations, National Commission 
for Human Rights Says  

Tabloidjubi.com 20/4/18 

 

 

Demonstration at the Papua parliament office urged 

the government to resolve human rights issues in 

Papua – Jubi / Arjuna. 

 

Jayapura, Jubi – Chief Papua Representative Office of 

the National Commission for Human Rights (Komnas 
HAM), Frits Ramandey, said that human rights issues in 
Papua are not only about violence but economic, social, 
cultural and political as well. Further, he said these issues 

are more considerate than a violence-related human rights 
issue. 

“Just like the problems of poverty, health, and education, 
the economic, social and cultural issues tend to attract the 
attention of the United Nations more than the violence-
related human rights issues, because this illustrates a se-
ries of government’s vulnerability, omission and negli-

gence. Therefore, it needs an intervention,” he told Jubi 
on Saturday (14/4/2018). Moreover, he said, the violence-
related human rights issue is relatively easy to turn into 
the issue of crimes. 

Regarding the visit of the UN Envoy to Indonesia, he also 
wants to ensure that several reports submitted by Komnas 
HAM, local partner agencies and NGOs who always get 

opportunities to deliver a comparison report obtained the 
same attention from the UN.  “The UN is obliged to en-
sure it: making an integrated effort,” he said. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Mr 
Hilal Elver, has been in Indonesia from April 9th to April 
18th, 2018. During the meeting with Mr Elver on April 
9th, 2018, the Indonesian Minister of Agriculture, Amran 

Sulaiman conveyed that the Government of Indonesia 
determined for not being dictated by the European Union 

because Indonesia has a standard in the agricultural indus-
try. Further, he called on the UN to react to the black cam-
paign on oil palm plantations in Indonesia that rose by 
member states of the European Union. The UN is ex-

pected to merely not seeing this issue from the side of 
deforestation, but also from the community welfare. 

On April 10th, 2018, Mr Elver visited Komnas HAM of-
fice to find out more information about the fulfillment of 
the right to food in Indonesia. Komnas HAM Vice Chair-
man, Ms Sandrayati Moniaga said from the aspect of 
health access, the Commission highlights the case of mal-

nutrition and child mortality in Asmat District, Papua, 
since September 2017. Komnas HAM views that this case 
was emerged because of some factors, including poor 
health facilities, culture and poor sanitation,” said Moni-
aga. While in term of food access, she said the factors are 
including stagnant food production, small-scale farm own-
ership, the extent of land conversion, and population 

growth.  

Papuan students in Australia 
ask Military to release Waa 
villagers 

Tabloid jubi 20/4/18  

 

 

Araminus Omaleng, Samson Omabak and Felix Degei; 

Papuan students from Kampung Waa studying in Autral-
ia. – IST 

Paniai, Jubi – Students from Kampung Waa, Tembaga-
pura Sub-district, who are currently studying in Australia 
request the Indonesian Military and Police officers to re-
lease the arrested villagers. They argued that those people 

are civilians and have no connection with the separatist 
movement. 

“The Waa villagers who have been captured by the Indo-
nesian Military since April 1st are ordinary people,” Felix 
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Degei, a student studying in Australia, told Jubi on Thursday 
(14/3/2018). 

Degei, who is also an alumnus of the University of Cende-
rewasih, stated that the military must also declare that a 45-year-

old civil servant, the late Timothy Ombak; a 10-year-old Heri 
Banal; and a 9-year-old Iron Omabak are innocent civilians who 
are victims of military operations. 

Another student Araminus Omaleng said the military should 
make both oral and written announcement stating that Waa vil-
lagers can do their daily activities without any suspicion. 

“Kampung Waa is the ancestral land of the Amungme people. 

Therefore, the military has to stop threatening the local commu-
nity,” he said. 

Moreover, he asked PT. Freeport Indonesia and Indonesian Mili-
tary to be responsible for providing compensation to all facilities 
that have been damaged and burned in the military operations. 

Kampung Waa comprises four villages located near the mining 
area of PT. Freeport Indonesia in Tembagapura Sub-district, 

Papua. (*) 

Absence of Health Service, Doz-
ens of Nduga Residents Report-
edly Dead 
 
Tabloid jubu 10/4/18  
 

 
 
Alimi Gwijangge, First Vice Chairman of Nduga Legislative Coun-
cil – Gwijangge’s Personal Collection 
 

Wamena, Jubi – Dozens of people in Nduga District reportedly 
died between February and April 2018 because of not receiving 
health services. 

“Since the first week of February until April 2018, 18 people 
have died in Dal Sub-district, and eight of them are children,” 
said Alimi Gwijangge, the First Vice Chairman of the Nduga Dis-
trict Legislative Council, on Saturday. He found the data of the 
deaths during a visit to the three sub-districts, Dal, Yigi and Nir-
kuri, on 3 April 2018. He further mentioned that two were also 
found dead in Nurkuri Sub-district. This incident happened due 
to the absence of health workers in these three sub-districts. 

“So, the public health service is not well monitored,” said Gwi-
jangge. He is said and concerned about this issue, and hopes 
the local government can help the victims immediately. 

“The related office never pays attention to the community. It’s 
a humanitarian issue, so please do not mess it around.” 

Jayawijaya Police Chief, the Adjunct Senior Police Commission-
aire Yan Pieter Reba, also admitted receiving information about 
the deaths of eight children in Dal Sub-district. “After the out-
break of dengue fever in Yalimo, a few days later there was 
information about eight children died in Nduga Sub-district, 
namely in Dal Sub-district,” said Reba. ) 

 

ULMWP calls for immediate assis-
tance to end Indonesia’s 'Nazi-like' 
presence in West Papua ago 
 
Vanuatu daily post 4/2/18  
 
Once again West Papuan independence activists have been ar-

rested and brutalized to prevent them meeting international dele-

gates to Indonesia's Melanesian colony; this time a delegation 

from the Solomon Islands visiting Jayapura and Manokwari on 

24-25 April 2018, the United Liberation Movement for West 

Papua (ULMWP) reports. 

Indonesia arrested eight leading political activists (Philipus 

Robaha, Marthen Manggarprow, Beny Hisage, Arnol Yarinap, 

Albert Yatipai, Gino Puade, Paul Kirihio and Chris Dogopia), 

humiliating them in front of their Melanesian kin and silencing 

their critique of the government's duplicitous Endeavour to halt 

the rising tide of international support for the independence 

movement. 

According to a statement released by the ULMWP on Monday, 

instead of being taken to meet West Papuan socio-political lead-

ers, the Solomon Islanders were taken on a tour of two 

'development' sites, a sports-building project and the Haltecamp 

Bridge. 

 

Mr. Soerdarmo, Caretaker Governor of Papua province, report-

edly told the delegates that the ULMWP, the West Papua Na-

tional Committee (KNPB) and other independent organizations 

purposely misrepresent and disrupt the Indonesian Government's 

development endeavors. He said his government is ready for 

dialogue with ULMWP in any street cafe. 

The governor's views illustrates yet again that Indonesia has no 

intention of honoring its responsibility to uphold the human and 

political rights of its colonial subjects. 

ULMWP Spokesperson Jacob Rumbiak, who has just returned 

to Melbourne from a very successful representation at the Com-

monwealth Heads of Government meeting in London, said 

"After fifty-five years of Indonesian colonialism, we West Papu-

ans, like many international observers, believe it has distinct 

parallels with the Nazis in Germany. 
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"Our struggle is to uphold our dignity, our sovereignty, 

Melanesian identity and international law, and rid our-

selves of these Indonesia Nazis. West Papua is our sover-

eign homeland. We want to look after our territory and 

take control of our natural resources. 

"The place to negotiate that agenda is the United Nations 

headquarters in New York, not some sleazy cafe in Jakar-

ta". 

 

Indonesia hits back over Free-
port's Grasberg mine environ-
mental claims 

CANBERRA TIMES APRIL 26 2018 JAMES MASSOLA  

 

Jakarta: The Indonesian government has hit 
back at suggestions that tough new environ-
mental regulations imposed on the giant Gras-
berg copper mine are politically motivated, or 
related to the partial-nationalisation of the 
mine. 

The Grasberg mine is the world's second-largest 
copper mine and is located in the highlands of 
the restive Indonesian province of Papua. It is 
90.64 per cent owned by US miner Freeport 
McMoran, while Rio Tinto also holds a stake. 

 

The Indonesian government has asked Freeport 
to reduce the volume of "tailings", the waste by-
product from the mining operation, disposed of 
in nearby rivers from 50 per cent to five per 
cent. The rest of the tailings are disposed of on 
land. 

That request has drawn an angry response from 
Freeport, which is negotiating with Indonesia to 
sell down part of its stake so the government 
would control at least 51 per cent of the mine. 

 

But the Inspector-General at the Indonesian 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry, Ilyas 
As’ad, on Wednesday fired back at criticism 
from Freeport chief executive Richard Adkerson 
over the new rules. 

 

Mr Ilyas explicitly dismissed suggestions the 
new edict was politically motivated or designed 

to force Freeport's hand during the divestment 
negotiations. 

 

"We are only talking about environmental is-
sues," Mr Ilyas told journalists on Wednesday, 
"it’s completely about the environment". 

Mr Ilyas, one of the most senior officials in the 
Environment Department, said the government 
planned "intense discussions" with Freeport 
over the next six months to resolve the problem. 
Meetings are planned with the company about 
every two weeks to resolve the matter. 

 

"We have to find out what technology [can] han-
dle it [the tailings], we have to seek the way out, 
we won’t sacrifice everything, right, because 
16,000 people are working out there," he said. 

Earlier, Mr Adkerson had told journalists that a 
deal had been struck 20 years ago with the In-
donesian government on how and where to dis-
pose of the tailings and that change, given the 
mountainous terrain, was simply unachievable. 

“I’m concerned that behind it was political moti-

vations,” he said, according to the Wall Street 

Journal. Freeport's share price has tumbled on 
news of the proposed change to tailings dispos-
al. 

"It cannot be done within six months, 24 
months, five years. This is so far out of bounds it 
cannot be done and as I said it is addressing a 

problem that doesn't exist," Mr Adkerson said. 

Mr Ilyas said the government did not want all 
operations to halt at the mine but that "some 
operations did not have permits yet. We want 
them to process the permit. So [the order to] 
stop operations is only related to activities that 
do not have permit yet". 

He said the legal division of his Department had 
found 47 violations of environmental regula-
tions during a visit to the site in September 
2017. Thirty-nine had subsequently been fixed 
but "the big ones left are mostly related to tail-
ings". 

The ministry's view, put by officials a meeting 
with journalists in Jakarta, is that Freeport's 
Indonesia office was notified some time ago that 
stricter regulations about how and where the 
tailings were to be disposed of were imminent. 
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The Grasberg mine creates produces 10,000 
tonnes of tailings per hour, half of which is dis-
posed of in rivers, according to the Department. 

Back in March Indonesian President Joko 
"Jokowi" Widodo ordered his Energy Minister 
Ignasius Jonan to conclude long-drawn out ne-
gotiations over Indonesia taking a majority 
stake in the mine, through a state-owned com-
pany, by the end of April. 

Mining giant Rio Tinto has the right to 40 per of 
copper produced by the mine above a certain 
quota until 2021, and after 2021 it is due to re-
ceive 40 per cent of all production. 

Rio has been negotiating with Indonesia to sell 
its stake in Grasberg, which would go some way 
towards Indonesia realising its desire to hold a 
majority stake in the mine.  

  

 South Korean company un-
der fire for alleged deforesta-
tion in Papua oil palm conces-
sion 
Mongabay.com    by Hans Nicholas Jong on 5 April 2018 

  

A report by WRI shows ongoing deforestation in an 

oil palm concession in Papua, Indonesia, operated 

by a subsidiary of South Korea’s POSCO Daewoo. 

  

The company has responded by saying its opera-

tions in Papua are legal and fully permitted. 

  

Concerns over deforestation by POSCO Daewoo 

have prompted other companies to say they will not 

allow its palm oil into their supply chains. These in-

clude big-name brands such as Clorox, Colgate 

Palmolive, IKEA, L’Oreal, Mars and Unilever.. 

  

POSCO Daewoo has issued a temporary moratorium 

on land clearing in its Papua concession and hired a 

consultant to advise it on how to proceed with its 

operations there.. 

 

 
The stocky, flightless northern cassowary (Casuarius un-
appendiculatus) is one of the birds-of-paradise for which 
Papua is famous. Photo by Rhett Butler/Mongabay  

  

JAKARTA — A South Korean-owned company previ-

ously under fire for clearing vast swaths of pristine 

forest in Indonesia’s easternmost Papua province 

has continued to deforest its oil palm concession in 

an area of rich biodiversity. 

A report by the World Resources Institute (WRI) 

shows that 23 square kilometers (8.9 square miles) 

of forest, an area six times the size of New York 

City’s Central Park, has been cleared in the past four 

months in a concession owned by PT Bio Inti Agrin-

do (PT BIA), a subsidiary of South Korean giant 

POSCO Daewoo. 

The concession in Merauke, a district in Papua, 

spans 342 square kilometers (132 square miles) 

near the border with Papua New Guinea and over-

laps with a WWF Global Ecoregion known for its rich 

assortment of plants and animals. 

There are 344 registered bird and 69 mammal spe-

cies in the region, including a variety of marsupials 

and birds of paradise, some of which are endan-

gered and only found in this area. Yet the area’s bio-

diversity remains poorly documented, with many 

species thought to be undiscovered. 

The recently deforested area is part of more than 

200 square kilometers (77 square miles) of forest 

cleared in POSCO Daewoo’s concession in Merauke 

since 2013, according to WRI. 

POSCO Daewoo, which acquired an 85 percent stake 

in PT BIA in 2011, said in response to the WRI report 

that its subsidiary’s operations in Merauke were 

legal and that it had all the necessary permits. 

“BIA commenced its business within the legitimate 

process of permission for a plantation area, which 

includes various environmental and social assess-
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ments,” Joyce Eun Jeong, a spokesperson for POSCO 

Daewoo, told Mongabay. 

  

  

Business impact 

PT BIA began operating in Papua in 2007, when it 

obtained a permit for the concession in Merauke 

from the Indonesian Investment Coordinating Board 

(BPKM). 

In 2009, it hired CV Bahana Papua Mandiri, a gov-

ernment-accredited consultant, to conduct an envi-

ronmental impact assessment. The consultant con-

cluded that the land allocated for planting oil palms 

comprised mostly previously burned forest, in the 

form of bushes, reeds and secondary forest. 

The assessment, or Amdal as it’s known in Indone-

sia, was subsequently approved by the governor of 

Papua. 

In a bid to achieve a sustainable operation, PT BIA 

excluded areas deemed unsuitable for oil palm de-

velopment, according to its website and its 2017 

environmental and social report. Those areas in-

clude 35 square kilometers (14 square miles) of 

wildlife preservation zone, demarcated in 2009; 22 

square kilometers (8.5 square miles) of swamp are-

as in 2013; and areas with high biodiversity, in 2015. 

Despite these measures, POSCO Daewoo’s opera-

tions in Merauke have come under intense scrutiny 

in recent years due to reports of deforestation and 

disputes over land with local communities. Concerns 

over its operations have cost it several high-profile 

business partners. 

In 2015, Norway’s central bank divested from 

POSCO Daewoo over deforestation concerns.. In 

June 2017, the environmental NGO Mighty Earth 

sent out a letter warning palm oil buyers that buying 

the commodity from POSCO Daewoo would violate 

their “no deforestation” and Roundtable on Sustain-

able Palm Oil (RSPO) commitments. 

“We got over fifty responses from companies con-

firming that POSCO Daewoo is not in their supply 

chains,” Mighty Earth campaign manager Deborah 

Lapidus told Mongabay. “And over twen-

ty companies assured us that it would remain ex-

cluded.” 

Companies that said they would exclude POSCO 

Daewoo from their supply chainsuntil it complied 

with responsible sourcing commitments include 

Clorox, Colgate Palmolive, IKEA, L’Oreal, Mars and 

Unilever. (Of these, only Unilever currently sources 

some of its palm oil indirectly from POSCO Daewoo; 

the others are not customers at present.) In Decem-

ber, Boots, the U.K.’s largest drugstore chain, ended 

its retail partnership with POSCO Daewoo following 

the Mighty Earth campaign. 

  

  

Unannounced moratorium 

In response to the pressure, POSCO Daewoo instat-

ed a temporary moratorium on new clearing in its 

Merauke concession in January, according to the 

company, and hired an environmental sustainability 

management consultant. 

“The management of POSCO Daewoo and BIA 

agreed that the rest of forest will not be cleared 

until a professional consulting firm gives advice on 

the area,” POSCO Daewoo’s Jeong said. 

She said POSCO Daewoo was seeking advice from 

the consulting firm on a variety of issues regarding 

sustainable management for the rest of the PT BIA 

concession. She added that details would be an-

nounced on PT BIA’s website in due time. 

The temporary moratorium appears to be working 

to some degree, with less than 10 hectares (25 

acres) of forest loss detected by GLAD alerts, 

a satellite-based system that can detect fine-scale 

deforestation in near-real time, since the start of 

2018. 

“Our satellite mapping shows that it has in-

deed greatly slowed clearing in the first couple 

months of 2018, with just over a hectare of clear-

ance each month,” Lapidus said. 

However, she questioned POSCO Daewoo’s commit-

ment to preventing further deforestation in the PT 

BIA concession, saying the company had not yet 

made an official public announcement about its 

moratorium. She said the company had also failed 

to present its future plans, including the sustainabil-

ity assessments it will conduct, the assessors it will 

hire, whether it will seek quality reviews, and a 

timeline for these actions. 

It’s also not clear that POSCO Daewoo will comply 

with the recommendations from its consultant; the 

company continues to deny that it has any problems 

to fix, and representatives have been quoted 

in South Korean news reports saying that while they 

would “consider” the advice of the consultant, they would have 

to “think about” whether to carry out their recommendations.. 
Lapidus said this made it clear that there was no guarantee 

POSCO Daewoo would follow through on the sustainability con-

sultant’s advice. 
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“Of course, even if POSCO Daewoo stops clearing today, it has a 

huge legacy of deforestation, ecological destruction, and human 

rights abuse that it must restore and remedy,” she said. 

 Environmental Activist Gaoled  
, 
The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has 
received updated information regarding the East Java 
High Court sentencing of Mr. Heri Budiawan, alias 
Budi Pego, an environmental activist, to 10-months 
imprisonment. Despite the fact that Budi’s lawyer had 
presented evidences and witness testimony explaining 
that the original banners with a Communist logo have 
never been presented to the court, the judges ignored 
it. Moreover, the judges also ignored Budi’s testimony 
stating that he and the local community in Sumbera-
gung never put any Communist logo on the banners. 
Budi has been detained for the past seven months, 
since 4 September 2017. Budi and the local community 
in Sumberagung village believe that the prosecution is 
a way to weaken their advocacy effort against mining 
operations in Tumpang Pitu. 
UPDATED INFORMATION: 

On 16 
March 2018, the East Java province High Court sentenced 
Mr. Heri Budiawan, alias Budi Pego, an environment ac-
tivist, to 10-months imprisonment. The High Court’s sen-
tence is in line with the sentence issued by the judges of 
Banyuwangi District Court on 23 January 2018. After the 
high court sentence, Budi Pego’s lawyers declared their 
intention to appeal to the Supreme Court in Jakarta. 
 
The High Court Judges ignored evidence and witness tes-
timony, as well as Budi’s statement which had been sub-
mitted and examined in the district court. The judges also 
ignored law number 32 of 1999 on Environmental Protec-
tion, article 66 of which states, “Everybody struggling for 
a right to proper and healthy environment may not be 
charged with criminal or civil offense.”  
 
The AHRC notes that the case began on 4 March 2017, 
when Budi Pego and the local community of Sumbera-
gung village, Pesanggrahan sub-district organized a 
peaceful protest, displaying banners of “reject mining” 
against the Bumi Suksesindo Company (PT. Bumi 
Suksesindo/PT BSI) in Tumpang Pitu, Banyuwangi regen-
cy, East Java province.  
 
The expansion of extractive industry along East Java’s 
south coast has significantly increased social and ecologi-

cal crises. Budi Pego and the local community displayed 
the banners along the road of Pulau Merah until the Pe-
sanggrahan sub-district office. Suddenly, five unknown 
persons carrying cameras approached the community 
members, and gave two banners to them. The unknown 
persons requested the community to display these two 
banners as well, and then took some pictures of them. The 
next day, the police and military publicly informed that 
there is a logo of sickle and hammer (Communist logo) on 
the banner. Subsequently, three villagers and Mr. Budi 
Pego have been charged with Law No. 27 of 1999 on 
crimes against the State. 

 

 

Civilian shot dead in front of 
church during military opera-
tions in Papua 
 
BBC Indonesia - April 5, 2018 
 
Jerome Wirawan -- The case of the alleged abduc-
tion of 1,300 people in Mimika, West Papua last 
year is apparently not over yet. This week, as many 
as three people were shot dead by the TNI 
(Indonesian military) in an incident that the TNI 
claims was a shootout with an armed group. 
 
The problem is that one of those killed is believed to 
be a civilian. 
 
Tembagapura district XVII/Cenderawasih Regional 
Military Command (Kodam) Information Division 
Head Infantry Colonel Muhammad Aidi said that 
during armed contacts on Sunday April 1 and Mon-
day April 2, two members of the Free Papua Organi-
sation (OPM) were killed and scores of others 
wounded. The TNI refers to the OPM as an Armed 
Separatist Criminal Group (KKSB). 
 
Meanwhile Private First-Class Vicky Rumpasium 
from the 751/Raider, Infantry Battalion was killed. 
 
Another armed class took place at the Banti Village 
in Tembagapura district on Wednesday April 4, how-
ever unlike the earlier armed contacts, this time it is 
claimed that the TNI entered the grounds of the 
Sinai Opitawak Church and shot at congregation 
members gathered on the church grounds. 
 
Speaking to BBC Indonesia, Pastor Deserius Adii said 
that congregation member Timotius Omabak was 
shot dead and three others wounded. 
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"The military entered the church grounds. At the 
time the late Timotius Omabak and several mama-
mama [women traders] were sitting out front. They 
raised the red-and-white [Indonesian flag], a sign 
that they were not in the OPM. So they raised their 
hands. But the brutal soldiers entered the congrega-
tion grounds and immediately began firing", said 
Deserius. 
 
Deserius explained that is no one in the congrega-
tion that is a member of an armed group. Moreover, 
according to Deserius, Timotius was a church staff 
member and worked as a civil servant in Tembaga-
pura district. 
 
"Before the TNI conducted the sweep of residential 
areas, we called on the OPM and the TNI/Polri not 
to sacrifice local people. Residents in the area are 
congregation members from three churches", con-
tinued Deserius. 
 
Unable to confirm killing 
 
Although Muhammad Aidi has confirmed the 
shooting he added that the TNI cannot confirm if 
the victim was actually a civilian or an OPM mem-
ber. 
 
"It is quite possible that the civilians were being 
used as [human] shields. What is clear is that at the 
time of the incident they were amongst a KKSB 
group", said Aidi. Aidi also confirmed that residents 
had raised the red-and-white flag. 
 
"As soon as communities know that the TNI are 
coming they immediately raise the red-and-white 
flag. But it wasn't in front of the church, but on high 
ground. You can believe their version, but there a 
witnesses, from the community", said Aidi. 
 
Rules of engagement 
 
The West Papuan National Committee (KNPB) -- a 
group which supports Papua's separation from Indo-
nesia -- has condemned the killing in Tembagapura. 
The incident, said KNPB general chairperson Victor 
Yeimo, is a reflection on how Indonesian security 
forces fail to understand the rules of engagement. 
 
"Every time Indonesian security forces launch an 
operation, the result is civilian casualties. The Indo-
nesian military severely lacks and understanding of 
the principles of war, where civilians cannot be tar-

geted. Doesn't the Indonesian military have eyes to 
see that they were civilians?", said Victor. 
 
Responding to the counter accusations between 
government forces and pro-independence groups, 
Manokwari Legal Aid Assessment, Research and De-
velopment Institute (LP3BH) Director Yan Christian 
Warinussy insisted that an independent investiga-
tion is needed. 
 
"I think we must give access to humanitarian work-
ers, human rights defenders who are with human 
rights institutions including Komnas HAM [National 
Human Rights Commission], in order to conduct an 
investigation", said Yan. 
 
He highlighted the fact that the dissemination of 
information on West Papua is dominated by senior 
military and police officers, including allegations 
that civilians are falling victim because pro-
independence groups are using people as human 
shields. 
 
"I just don't see that our sisters and brothers who 
are categorised by the government as armed civilian 
groups use [people as] shields. Because none of the 
physical evidence is obtained in a balanced man-
ner", said Yan. 
 
"We hear a lot of talk from senior military and po-
lice officers. But we never get information from 
journalists who interview groups who oppose the 
state so we can't get information that is balanced", 
he added. 
 
Mimika hostage taking 
 
The first case of hostage taking came to light in Oc-
tober and November 2017. At the time, the TNI and 
police said that an armed group was holding 1,300 
local residents and had cut of road access to the 
Banti and Kimbely villages in Timika. 
 
It was difficult for journalists to verify what actually 
happened there because access to the area was 
closed, as conveyed by Viktor Mambor from the 
Papuan Alliance of Independent Journalists (AJI). 
 
"It's difficult now. Before, prior to the incident, jour-
nalists were able to go up to Kimbely several times", 
said Viktor. 
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"But every time there is an incident like this it be-
comes difficult. We can actually go their secretly, 
but in a situation like this we could get shot, right", 
he said. 
 
As of Thursday the TNI is still declaring an alert in 
Tembagapura district. Muhammad Aidi said that 
with the exception of Arwanop village near Opita-
wak, troops had succeeded in taking control of six 
villages in the district including Longsoran, Kimbeli, 
Banti 1, Banti 2, Utikini and Opitawak. 
 
Through BBC Indonesia, the TNI has "invited", senior 
OPM official Hendrikus Uwamang to conduct an in-
vestigation into a village that was allegedly torched 
by the TNI. 
 
"Let us go together to the TKP [crime scene] to in-
vestigate so that we don't accuse each other. We 
can guarantee their safety. We'll bring media col-
leagues to jointly investigate", said Aidi. 
 
Aidi added that the TNI and police will guarantee 
the safety OPM members who voluntarily surrender 
and declare their loyalty to the Unitary State of the 
Republic of Indonesia. "They will also be guaranteed 
amnesty from any kind of legal proceedings", he 
asserted. 
 

 Church asks military and in-
surgent not to fight in residen-
tial areas 

Tabloid jubi 6/4/18 

Jayapura, Jubi – The Coordinator of Justice and Peace of 
KINGMI Church for Puncak Jaya Region, the Rev. Deserius 
Adii S.Th, said one congregation was shot dead while 
three others were injured in Sinai Opitawak, Kampung 
Banti, Tembagapura sub-district. 

“Timothy Omabak was killed and three were injured,” 
said Adii by phone from Timika on Wednesday 
(4/4/2018) 

He said the incident happened when the Indonesian Mili-
tary and Police joint force pursued the members of the 
Papua Liberation Army in Banti village, Tembagapura sub-
district of Mimika District, Papua on Wednesday 
(4/4/2018). He further explained that at the time, the 
congregations of Sinai Church in Opitawak have gathered 
in the yard. They raised the red-and-white flags and their 
hands to indicate that they were not part of the insur-
gents, but the troop acted brutally. 

“They raised their hands but the joint force came and 
tortured the people, and Timotius got shot,” he said. 

He further said the body of the victim, who was a civil 
servant of Tembagapura sub-district, was buried at 12 
p.m. The villagers have moved to the forest to avoid the 
joint force that takes a control over the village. 

In regards to this incident, Adiie urged the Indonesian 
security force and the Papua Liberation Army to find a 
war zone. Do not open the fire in the people’s settle-
ment, moreover in the church area. “We hope they do 
not enter the civilian area, our congregations’ area. Civil-
ians cannot be the scapegoat,” he said. 

However, the Indonesian Military stated the victim 
Omabak was a member of the separatist group. As quot-
ed by Antara News Agency, the Indonesian Military esti-
mated three insurgents died during a firefight, two was 
dead during on Sunday evening, whiled, one died in a 
firefight occurred on Wednesday morning at around 
10:15 pm, in the area around Opitawak Village. The name 
of the last victim was Timothy Omabak. 

“During the first gunfire, we knew about the victims from 
the picture taken from the drone, and we found the body 
of an insurgent who identified as Timothy Omabak in the 
location,” said the Head of Information of the Military 
Command XVII / Cenderawasih, Colonel Inf. Muhammad 
Aidi in Timika.  

Papuan political prisoner sen-
tenced to 10 months 

Taboiodjubi 22/3/18  

 

 

Jayapura, Jubi – Jayapura, Jubi – Mimika State Court passed a 

verdict of 10 months in prison for Papuan political prisoner 

Yanto Awerkion on Monday (12/3/2018). 

Awerkion detained in May 2017 when he was doing a worship 

service with a number of activists of the West Papua National 

Committee (KNPB) in fundraising event by KNPB Bomberai re-

gion in Timika. His detention has extended in September 2017, 
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including 20 days in Mimika Police’s prison from 25 September 

to 14 October 2017. 

During his trial, 27 years old Awerkion was detained for nearly 

eight months without any charges. He came to the first trial 

that was scheduled for 9 January 2018 but then cancelled due 

to the absence of the judge. 

“Arwekion was charged for incitement and sentenced to 10 

months. He initially was accused of treason for leading the wor-

ship in his secretariat,” said Veronica Koman, a human right 

activist on Friday, (16/3/2018). 

He was previously detained in Mimika in July 2016 when distrib-

uting pamphlets to support the ULMWP as the full member of 

the MSG conducted in Honiara.   

 Democracy takes a step back 
in Indonesia 

Newly enacted law bans public criticism of politicians after me-
dia helped to expose country's most egregious ever parliamen-
tary scandal 

Asia Times  JOHN MCBETH JAKARTA, MARCH 26 
 

 

 

Twenty years after the fall of president Suharto’s au-
thoritarian regime, Indonesians are waking up to the 
fact that new laws which have either been passed or 
are under consideration threaten to erode the hard-
fought concepts of freedom of speech and expres-
sion. 

While Indonesia may have what New York-based 
Freedom House calls a “vibrant and diverse media 
environment,” its most recent 2017 report said press 
freedom was still hampered by legal and regulatory 
restrictions and a resulting penchant for self-
censorship. 

 

In what activists say is a worrying example of demo-
cratic back-sliding – and an apparent dislocation in 
the law-drafting process – the House of Representa-
tives recently passed an amendment to the 2014 Leg-
islative Institutions Law, or MD3, which effectively 
protects the country’s politicians from public criti-
cism. 

The legislation allows for Parliament’s ethics council 
to bring charges against anyone who “disrespects the 
dignity of the House or its members,” but does not 
define what “disrespect” means or say what form of 
punishment will be meted out to violators. 

Although his ruling Indonesian Democratic Party for 
Struggle (PDI-P) is among the eight political parties 
who supported the revision, President Joko Widodo 
has refused to sign it and a coalition of civil society 
organizations is challenging it in the Constitutional 
Court. 

Critics say that by denying them the right to criticize 
their own representatives, the amended law under-
mines the sovereignty of the people. “I understand 
these concerns,” the president said in a statement 
last month. “We all want the quality of our democra-
cy to rise, not fall.” 

Baffling to many analysts, however, is why the palace 
didn’t do more to head off or at least freeze the pro-
cess, when the constitution specifically states that 
the content of bills must be jointly approved by Par-
liament and the president, or his representatives. 

If agreement isn’t reached, then the bill can not be 
considered again by the same Parliament. 

Article cut for length 
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